
SDAW Project: PDS…………………Chris Young Oct ‘08 

PDS2: Worksheet 2 - The Limits of PDS  
1. The following are identified as shortcomings of PDS. Make notes on each in the spaces provided. 

 Further details Why this might be unfair. Any evidence? 

The database is incomplete 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Algorithms identify strings of words 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2. The speakers talk about a practice called ‘patchwriting’. Make notes in the sections below. 

What is it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who does it? Why does it get flagged up by PDS? 

3.  When work is submitted to Turnitin an ‘Originality Report’ is produced. Answer the following. 

What does it show? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How might the size of the cohort affect the 

results? 

Who might be identified by PDS? 

 


